
 
News 

Dear Parents/Carers  

 
I’m just coming to the end of reading your children’s reports and although I 
always enjoy having an insight into all areas of the curriculum for every 
child, this year in particular feels like quite a moment. Your children’s 
teachers and support staff know them so well and it’s hard to imagine when 
reading these reports that anyone’s year was even slightly disrupted. Very 
little is as it would usually be at this point in schools and there is a huge 
amount of work going on behind the scenes as part of our recovery plan, 
but I am so proud that our focus has remained on the holistic nature of 
learning and of the children themselves who never fail to astound me with 
their resilience, determination, achievements and excitement about 
learning. We look forward to sharing the end of year reports with you in a 
few weeks’ time.  
 
Hopefully you all received an email on Monday about classes for next year, 
further details of who will be where in September are also shared later in 
the newsletter and children are now starting to be introduced to their new 
teachers. On what would have been our traditional ‘DASP Transfer Day’ 
tomorrow, children will be visited by their new teachers for a short time in 
the morning. 
 
I will also be taking on a slightly new role in September, for one day each 
week, as I have been asked to take on a leadership role supporting school 
improvement across the MAT schools. I feel privileged to have been asked 
to do this and I know that this will ultimately have a positive impact on the 
children, staff and Damers community as a whole. Over the last few 
months we have been gradually adjusting our leadership structure within 
school ready to adapt to this change in September and I am grateful to all 
members of the team who have taken on new or additional leadership 
responsibilities in preparation for September. 
 
We continue to amend our plans for our Year 4 leavers and are excited 
about the upcoming show, leavers’ celebrations and of course Leeson 
House. We take very little for granted now and these events now feel like 
goldust, however watered down or subject to last minute changes they may 
be. 
 
As we approach the end of term it is clear that the local and national data 
around new Covid cases is still unsettled and our system of controls 
remains in place until it is clear that the risk of infection has been 
minimised. We will therefore continue with our staggered starts and year 
group entrances until further notice but will be reducing the waiting time 
between strands by 5 minutes to ensure that all strands are in school by 
8.50 am. You can find the timings for each strand later in the newsletter. 
 
Enjoy the newsletter and I look forward to seeing you, however briefly, 
between now and the end of term.  
 
Catherine Smith 

Headteacher 

June 2021 

Foundation have been 
busy enjoying, reading 
and talking about their 
favourite traditional 
tales. We have talked 
about good and bad 
characters, made junk 
model beanstalks, 
acted out being the 
troll under the bridge 
and much more! After 
a vote, each class 
chose their favourite 
story, innovated it and 
rewrote it as their very 
own unique story. We 
have all become such 
great story tellers and 
authors!  

Traditional 
Tales 



 

 
Around the school 

there has been a buzz 

of multiplication facts 

with all the children 

skip counting or rapidly 

recalling their times 

tables. Why not try and 

spot some times table patterns in the home or 

out and about. What can you find?  

We have started by looking at the internal 
organs of our bodies. We had great fun 

drawing around each other in chalk and  
adding in where we think our organs are. 

Year 3 have been  
heading off to the Roman Town 
House for our first trips for a while!  It was so 
interesting to see all the things that we have been learning 
about in our topic work about the Romans, and discover new things too! We 
pretended that we were slaves and lit fires to heat the hypocaust, and we discovered that the 
most important rooms had fancier mosaics so that the wealthy Romans could impress their 
friends!  Meadow 3 had a fantastic time, and Skipper and Grayling can’t wait for their turn!  

6 x 3 or 3 x 6  

2 x 3 or 3 x 2  



Harmony 

ENQUIRY QUESTIONS - Summer Term 2 

Foundation Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

 Which stories do 

we love and why?  

 

 

 

Which is my 

favourite wildflower 

and why?  

Why are bees so 

brilliant?  

How did the 

Romans adapt to 

life in Britain?  

How do we change 

over time; 960 days 

at Damers?  

HARMONY PRINCIPLE 

Adaptation and 

Oneness 

Cycles and 

Circles 

Interdependence Adaptation Oneness 

The way nature has 

adapted itself to its 

environment helps 

us work out how we 

can too so we can 

survive and thrive. 

Oneness helps us 

to find our own 

sense of peace.  It 

is living in harmony 

and unity with 

everyone and 

everything. 

Mindfulness helps 

us to link with 

everything around 

us. 

Nature works in 

cycles that are 

endlessly self-

sustaining and self-

regulating. 

Nature has no 

waste. Everything 

has a value. 

Every system 

promotes healthy 

relationships and 

connections. 

Nothing works in 

isolation. We all 

work together and 

everything has a 

role to play.  

The way nature has 

adapted itself to its 

environment helps 

us to work out how 

we can too so we 

can all survive and 

thrive.  

Oneness helps us 

to find our own 

sense of peace. 

It is living in 

harmony and unity 

with everyone and 

everything. 

Mindfulness helps 

us to link with 

everything around 

us. 

Join us as we continue our Harmony journey through this last of the summer half term’s 
enquiry based projects. We are not simply learning about nature but learning from nature. 
We are exploring further our insight into how nature’s principles of Harmony are the golden 

thread that connects, inspires and brings coherence and meaning to our learning. 



news 
 

Damers First School children have been 

successful in the National Better Energy 

School Awards winning the Totally Creative 

Regional Winners Award and £500 for their 

Natural Wonders of Dorset project in Year 3. 

The children wrote persuasive letters to 

Imogen Davenport, Director of Dorset 

Wildlife Trust asking her to consider their 

idea of having 8 Natural Wonders of Dorset 

to encourage more people to visit the area. The children also questioned environmentalists 

including Chris Hines, founder of Surfers Against Sewage and authors as well as writing their 

own environmental story.  

The school also won £100 as a result of children taking part in a litter audit of Durdle Door in the 

Summer 2020 when the litter on the beaches was a distressing site to see. The children then 

wrote letters to Chris Loader MP and Richard Drax MP about their concerns.  The money will be 

going towards the Garden of Hope Project.  

Now is the perfect time to spot many wildflowers flourishing, particularly on 
the Great Field.  We've included a guide below to help you to identify the most 

common wildflowers ...  



 
We really enjoyed Healthy Week in Year 2 just 
before the half term. We talked about healthy 
eating, learning about dental hygiene, making 
tasty biscuits and making sure our days are 
filled with even more exercising by running, 
dancing, skipping, doing yoga and using the 
large indoor apparatus too! We also went on 
an outdoor fraction scavenger hunt!  

 
The time came for us to release the froglets 
and remaining tadpoles back into the pond. 
We really enjoyed watching them grow and 
change and the classroom feels emptier 
without them! 
We released 
them into the 
smaller school 
pond as we 
know that 
there are frogs 
there already 
and it is a 
suitable 
habitat. 
 
 
This term we are excited to find out ‘Why are 
bees so brilliant?’ The children have already 
been sharing amazing facts that they have 
discovered about bees. Did you know that 
there is one queen per hive and that she lays 
between 2000-3000 eggs per day? 
We have been exploring the school grounds to 
see which areas are the most suitable for bees 
and which flowers are going to be the most 
beneficial. 
 
Last week we had a wonderful mini-sports day. 
The children took part in (foam) javelin 
throwing, relays, hurdles, obstacle courses and 
utilised many skills they had been learning in 
our PE sessions. 

 

Our big question this half term is “Which is our 
favourite wild flower and why?”   
We are delighted to be working with Miles King 
who works for the organisation People Need 
Nature.   One of his current projects is to 
create wildflower meadows on the Great 
Field.  The meadows will provide creative, 
inspirational 
and spiritual 
spaces that 
our children 
will feel a 
sense of 
belonging to 
and 
responsibility 
for. 
 
The children in Year 1 have been 
collecting  seeds and cuttings from wild 
flowers, these are being  propagated, nurtured 
and grown back in school and at home and 
planted out onto the Great Field in the 
future.  It is such a privilege to be involved in 
this amazing community project.  We even got 
the chance to show Prince Charles what we 
have been up to!  



Summer is a time when the 

world comes alive and we 

can get outside and enjoy the 

humming noises, bright colours 

and incredible scents in the air. 

Here are some brilliant books 

for you to find out 

more about our 

natural world 

around us. 

Picture books 

are for everyone and 

these are some really 

beautiful examples of non-

fiction picture books. 

 
Year 4 are really busy rehearsing for our 

production of "Anastasia."  We are really 

looking forward to being on a stage again. 

No spoilers here though! You will have to wait 

until opening night - Tuesday 13th July. 

 
A very warm 

welcome to Ms 
Whittle who has 
recently joined 

our casual 
midday team.  

We will be sad to say 
farewell to Mrs Parsons 
this week as she leaves 
Damers and begins a 
new job. Mrs Parsons 
has been a key mem-
ber of our midday 
team and a popular 
and friendly sup-
port to many of 
our youngest chil-
dren during their 
lunchbreak. You 

will be greatly missed Jo 
and we all wish you well in your 

new role.  

 

September EGM 

An Extraordinary General Meeting will be held 

in the first half term in September to elect our 

new officers. We are so pleased that we now 

have some parents and carers willing to step 

up and take on roles and look forward to 

introducing them to you in September. 

Supporting the School 

The PTA holds funds from the events we have 

managed to hold recently and these are donated 

back to the school by request. This half term the 

PTA has paid for the following for the benefit of 

the pupils of Damers: 

◦ Book bags for all children starting in Foundation 

in September ◦  A contribution towards the cost 

of coaches for the Year 4 leavers’ trip to Leeson 

House ◦ £100 to the pay for food technology 

supplies, especially those used in Healthy Week 

◦  A donation of £1200 has been agreed to buy 

an exciting array of new texts for the school 

library ◦  Sports Day stickers ◦  An author to meet 

virtually with Year 1 classes and share his book ◦  

Thank you and Goodbye 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank in 

particular those parents and carers of Year 4 

students who have supported us in their time at 

Damers. An extra big thank you goes to Natalie 

Hirst and Sarah Collins, leaving us this year, who 

have recently stood as officers for the PTA and 

put in countless hours of hard work to make 

events a success. Without the support of the 

Damers family we would not be able to pay for 

these items above and your support is 

invaluable. We wish you all the very best as you 

move on this summer. 

News From the PTA 



Sports Day 2021 
Here are a selected few photos from our sports days.  To see the 

complete set, head over to our Galleries Page where each year group’s 

sports day photos are being uploaded as we speak! 

http://www.damers.dorset.sch.uk/news/galleries/


 

 Grayling Meadow Skipper 

Foundation 

Miss Baker 

Mrs Flood 

Miss Kozlowski 

Miss Hudson 

Mrs Jackson 

Miss Kozlowski 

Miss Norris 

Miss Goodridge (Year 

Leader)  /  

Mrs Hollingworth 

Miss Holding 

Year 1 

Mr Moore 

Mrs Beasley 

Mr Stone 

Mrs Keys 

Mrs Heal 

Miss Kerslake 

Mrs Prendergast (Year 

Leader) /  

Mrs Huelin 

Year 2 

Miss Mansell 

Miss Gold 

Mr Stone 

Mrs Oughton 

Mrs Holt 

Mr Misun (Year Leader) 

Mrs Watts 

Year 3 

Mrs O’Donnell /  

Mrs Thorpe 

Miss Stretton 

Mrs Wray (Year Leader) 

Mrs Cheshire 

Miss True 

Mr Oram 

Mrs Baillie 

Mrs Campbell 

Mrs Berry 

Year 4 

Mr Bracey (Year Leader) 

Mrs Norris  

Mr Gaffney 

Miss Hosking 

Mrs Cooke 

Mrs Simmonds 

Mrs Blackaller 

Mrs Hirst 

Copper 

Base 

 

Mrs Kenny 

Mrs Berry / Mrs Gore / Miss Norris 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our Gardening Bank in 
the run up to half term. Your donations were greatly appreciated and 
your seeds and seedlings are now flourishing in many Damers 
homes. Thank you!  

 




